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Chapter 1: Another Day in Other World

	It was not long after Sonic and his family and friends participated in the Super Olympics in Station Square.  Soon, he, Maria, and Shadow returned to Other World.  Sonic was again training with King Kai, and Shadow and Maria were nearby resting along with Olibu.  Though he misses his wife Sally and his twin children, he still decides it's not yet time for the reunion.  He did, however, rejoice that Goku was able to return to his loved ones.  "Okay, Sonic," said King Kai.  "Time for some more practice on your homing attack!"  "Got it, King Kai!" replied Sonic.  Soon, the Kai of the North Quadrant of space created some targets.  To make things more interesting, the Kai created some of them moving in patterns, but other targets moved completely random, which forced Sonic to think on the fly.

	"Making things tricky, eh, King Kai?" snickered Sonic.  "Of course, Sonic," replied King Kai.  "I want to keep you on the move!"  "And moving fast is what I do best!" retorted the Blue Blur as he charged up the Light Speed Attack--something he usually could only do when he found the magical Ancient Light.  With that super-charged attack, all the targets were reduced to dust!  King Kai was astounded.  He said, "Woo!  Normally you were only able to do that with the Ancient Light, but you bulldozed through those like nobody's business!"  Sonic just smirked and said, "Another thing I do best!  I move fast and battle fast!"  King Kai said, "No doubt, but you have to learn to slow down sometimes, or your enemy will attack you as you charge toward them.  You have to have a fast brain to balance your fast body."

	While King Kai and Sonic continued training, Maria said to Shadow, "I still continue to regret that my grandfather nearly destroyed the world all because of me."  Shadow replied, "I still wonder how I was able to remember you, Maria.  Rouge said my memories may or may not be real."  Maria thought for a while, then decided it was time to tell him the truth of his past.


Chapter 2: Truth Revealed

[Note from the author: This is my personal theory of how Shadow could remember Maria.  You, dear reader, may have different theories.  So it's all a matter of how one's point of view is.]

	"Shadow," said Maria.  "The Biolizard was grandfather's first attempt at creating an ultimate lifeform to help heal me.  But the Biolizard was too dangerous in that form, so he kept it locked away in the ARK.  Then his next project on ARK was you.  But the Great Creator gave you a soul of your own.  But long before my death, you were in an 'incomplete state', that is, before you had Chaos Control or your other powers.  During my dying moments, I sent you to Earth to save it and show that I have already forgiven the people of Earth.  But Grandfather Gerald proved to be very unstable upon hearing of my death, and altered your memories prior to his arrest.  Thankfully, Sonic's friend Amy helped bring the true memories forward."

	"Yes, Maria," said Shadow.  "That was my true destiny.  Not to destroy the Earth, but to save it."  The two soon heard Sonic get knocked back from a training session, and had a good gentle laugh.  "I guess the blue hedgehog hasn't changed even in Other World!" Shadow chuckled.  Maria giggled and said, "Yes, we all need a little humor to brighten up our lives--including afterlives."  King Kai decided it was time for them to take a break, so Sonic joined Shadow and Maria.  Maria decided to explain to Sonic about Shadow's past.  Sonic understood and said, "Yeah, I guess that proves it."

	Meanwhile, back on Mobius, Sonic Jr. and Lily were visiting a young mage who was practicing the art of bringing the dead back to life--not as undead, but of the living.  Soon, he perfected that art, and created some special globes of energy.  "These globes," explained the mage, "can bring back people who are even years dead... as long as they are willing to come back.  The other downside to these orbs is they take a year to recharge."  Lily said, "You mean, we can bring our Daddy back?"  The mage replied, "If he wants to.  But even then, he has a few more chances.  I shall go to Other World and find Sonic!"  At that, he cast a spell that warped him to the Grand Kai's Planet!


Chapter 3: Shadow and Maria Live Again

	The mage soon arrived at Grand Kai's Planet.  He soon noticed he had two orbs.  But he soon went to Sonic and said, "Hey, Sonic!  How would you like to live again?"  Thinking of the other orb, he added, "And you can bring another friend back too."  Sonic said, "Thanks, but I think it's still not time yet to return... I'm sure Melody would find a way.  But for now... give one to Shadow first."  The mage gave the orb to Shadow.  His halo disappeared, and he was alive again!  The mage said, "Sonic, there's still an orb left."  Thinking of his companion Shadow, Sonic said, "Give the other orb to Maria... she deserves another chance at life!"  Maria smiled with a tear of joy in her eyes!  "Thank you, Sonic!" she said, "Thank you so much!  You once again made a loving sacrifice for a friend!"  At that, Maria joyfully accepted the orb.  Soon, her halo vanished, and she too lived again!  The mage said, "Well, don't be a stranger, Sonic!" and took Shadow and Maria by the hand.  The three soon returned to the living plane.  King Kai said to Sonic, "Well, Sonic... guess it's just us for a while."  Sonic said, "Yeah, but I don't regret the choice I've made."

	SJ, Lily, and Sally saw the mage return with Shadow and Maria.  Sally asked, "Where's Sonic?"  Shadow replied, "He decided it's not right for him to return yet.  But he added that Melody would provide a way eventually.  In the meantime, he willingly gave up that chance to bring Maria back."  The three looked in awe at Maria.  "You must be Queen Sally," said Maria.  At that, she curtsied before the queen, saying, "Your husband is very noble, to give up his chance to return to give me life again."  Sally sighed, with sadness mixed with joy, and said, "Even in death, he's thinking of his friends."  The royal family soon visited Station Square on Earth.  The current president was awed to hear that Shadow AND Maria returned to life.  And Maria, unlike her previous life, was quite healthy!  Maria said, "I plan to eventually help reopen the ARK to the public, as a research center to benefit all of mankind, which was the original intention."  The people soon applauded.

	SJ's girlfriend Crystal, and Lily's boyfriend Firestorm also got to meet Shadow and Maria.  Some newsreporters soon heard of the truth behind Shadow's past from Maria's mouth.  Station Square soon gained an ally.  The good Eggman, whom Negahog snatched from the alternate universe long ago, was astounded to see his cousin back to life as well, and the two worked together to make the ARK safe for people.  ARK was soon fully safe and operational again.


Chapter 4: Reflections of the Day's Events

	Family and friends gathered to think of what had happened.  Knuckles, Julie-su, and Lara-su met at the ARK and looked at the planet from space.  "It's pretty from up here, Mommy!" said Lara-su.  "Yes, dear," replied Julie-su.  "From above, you can just barely see troubles."  Other past Freedom Fighters and their families soon looked about the ARK.  Tails, Amy, and their children played in one of the low gravity places.  Sally looked through another window of ARK.  "It's hard to believe," she said to herself, "that years ago, a long departed madman tried to get his revenge by trying to crash this into Earth.  But now, a granddaughter of that same one has made it safe."  Maria soon came to Sally and said, "I too regret that the Earth was nearly destroyed all because of me.  But what matters is that it's over now."

	SJ soon came to Maria and explained the Negapack, and Negahog, leader of the Shadows of Dark Mobius... and how Sonic had died to save Mobius and Earth from the Elementals--his death also all but severed the ties between Light World Mobius and Dark World Mobius.  "Just like Shadow," said Maria, "Sonic gave everything for his loved ones."  Maria embraced Sally to comfort the forlorn queen.  Eventually everyone returned home.  Maria lived in the ARK again, but this time she was not confined to it.  A new day would soon come to all.


The End